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Parents, Guardians, Students... and Especially Seniors…
May is Teacher Apprecia on Month!

Teacher Apprecia on week is May 7 11, but here at Black River we like to celebrate our wonder
ful teachers for the en re month! This year during teacher apprecia on month, the Parent Or
ganiza on encourages you to write a note of apprecia on to the teachers and sta that have

made a di erence to you and your children. As simple as it is, words of apprecia on are the most
rewarding gi s a teacher can receive!

Has a faculty or sta member taken extra me with your child or organized a special event or
project your child enjoys? If so, have the student write them a note of apprecia on.
Has a faculty or sta member wri en a le er of recommenda on for your senior, helping
them get into college? If so, have your senior write them a thank you le er.
Has a sta member provided great service when helping you with a ques on, project or con
cern? If so, let them know you appreciate their e orts.

In countless ways each day, the faculty and sta at Black River posi vely in uence our children.
Let’s shower them with le ers showing that we appreciate and recognize all the ways they go

above and beyond.

On March 14th WGVU came to Black River to present 1st 3rd

grade teacher Barb Eriks with the WGVU cool teacher award.
Third grader John Davidson nominated Mrs. Barb by wri ng a
le er to WGVU about what a cool teacher she is. 400 500

le ers are sent in every month and only 4 are picked! WGVU
lmed Mrs. Barb teaching, interviewed John and brought pizza
for the whole class. You can nd pictures and video on the
WGVU website under cool teacher. Mrs. Barb and John also
received 4 ckets each to take the Amtrak train to Chicago!

Mrs. Barb, John and their families were also able to a end the
WGVU Cool Teacher banquet on May 2nd. Mrs. Barb and John
were recognized on stage and received a goodie bag along with

a great meal!

Thanks Mrs. Barb for all you do, you are truly a cool teacher!!
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HELP SESSIONS 
 Mrs. Cuevas Spanish Mon 3-4 Rm 227 

Ms. Laarman Math Mon 3-4 Rm 310 

Mr. Schreuder Math Tues 3-4 Rm 129A 

Mrs. Stephens Social Studies Fri 3-4 Rm 321 

Mrs. Windemuller Math Mon 
Tu/Th 
Th/Fr 

3-4 
7:30-8 
3-3:30 

Rm 305 

Mrs. Morin Math Wed MS CAP Rm 210 

Mrs. Kane English Tues 3-4 Rm 229 

Mrs. Mousseau Math/Psych T/Th 3:10-4 Rm 413 

Mrs. Dawson Eng/Hist M/T/Th 3-3:30 Rm 130 

Mrs. Koeman Eng/Hist By Appt By Appt Rm 128 

Mrs. Martinez Math Mon 3-4 Rm 305 

Mrs. Reinartz Math Mon 3-4 Rm 308 

Mrs. Sinclair English By Appt By Appt Rm 415 

Mr. Meyer Math Mon 
Tu/Th 
Tu/Th 

3-4 
3-3:45 
HS CAP 

Rm 409 

Mrs. Ornée Spanish Mon 3-4 Rm 121 

Mr. Morse History Tu-F HS CAP 129B 

Careerline Tech Center is o ering summer career camps to
current 6th, 7th, and 8th graders in the O awa Area Inter
mediate School District

Session 1 will run Monday Friday, June 18 22
Session 2 will run Monday Friday, June 25 29
The camps will be from 9:00am 12:00pm each day and will
cost $40.00 per week.

Students a ending one session will choose 4 di erent camps
with one camp chosen for them as a "mystery" camp. Stu
dents a ending both sessions will have to opportunity to
explore 10 one day camps.

Camps include:
Emergency 911, Waterwerks, Truck Stop, Smile and Open
Wide, How Sweet It Is, Plants and Animals, Healthy You, It's
Electric,
Games/Games/Games, Hot Metal, Think Ink, Construc on
Junc on, Engineering, and more!

A brochure with registra on informa on will be sent out
towards the middle of April as well as posted on their web
site. Registra on will be accepted by mail or in person. Bus
transporta on will be available from the local middle schools
for a fee of $20.00 per week.

For more informa on, please contact Kristen by phone,
(616) 738 8950, x4512 or email, kbunn@oaisd.org.

Items Wanted for Project Term!

The "It's SEW Fashionable" class is in need of fabric and
sewing no ons, either donated or loaned. Please read
the following lists and see if you can help us out.

Dona ons: thread, fabric remnants of at least 1/2 yd.,
straight pins, hand sewing needles, seam rippers, tape
measures, marking tools, interfacing fabric, bu ons,
snaps, bar closures, polyester stu ng, pillow forms, chalk

Can you lend: iron, ironing board, fabric scissors, pinking
scissors, seam rippers, measuring tape, power strips,
marking tools

Also: Volunteers with sewing experience to help out dur
ing class, which will be D Block of Project Term

If you can help with any of these things, please contact
Mrs. Mousseau: mousseaur@brpsk12.org. Thanks!

Reminder! 

Wednesday, May 9 through Friday, May 11 

are half days. Dismissal will be at 11am. 

Project Term begins Tuesday, May 15. 1st 

through 12th grade will dismiss at 2:40pm 

every day. 
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UNITED WAY 
Mrs. Stephens 

Meetings for high school students will be in Rm 321 
during CAP the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 

AXIS & ALLIES 
Mr. Morse 

Axis and Allies Board Game Club meets every 
other Friday from 3:30 to 5:00PM after school in 
Mr. Morse's room before going to the Computer 
Lab.   

BOOK CLUB 
Mrs. Sinclair 

High school students who are interested in 
participating in Book Club should sign up outside 
room 415. Students in Book Club will work 
together to select books of interest that will 
challenge each reader and provide a foundation for 
great discussion topics. Meetings to discuss selected 
books will be held at local coffee shops 
approximately every six weeks. If you love to read 
and discuss modern literature, then this is the club 
for you! Sign up or see Ms. Sinclair for more info.  

OPEN STUDIO 
Mr. Middleton 

Thursdays 3-4:30, Mr. Middleton will be hosting an 
Open Studio workshop for students in grades 6-12. 
Students wanting to work on art projects assigned 
in their art class, work on an independent art 
project, or come make some art on Thursdays are 
welcome to attend. Mr. Middleton will be available 
to assist students individually. Open Studio 
participants are required to work on art projects. 

WRITING CENTER 
Students Helping 
Students! 

Do you need help with your papers?  Come to the 
writing center in Ms. Pyle's room (418) after school 
Wednesday and Thursdays from 3-3:30. 

2011-2012 STUDENT CLUBS AND GROUPS 

The Black River Jazz Orchestra received all First Division
Ra ngs from all the judges at the MSBOA

State Jazz Band Fes val March 28, 2012. The clini
cian highly praised the students and used descrip

ons like "mature players" and "advanced program". A
few of our students were nominated for the Michigan
Youth Fine Arts Band that performs at a conference as

well as the Detroit Jazz Fes val.

Fine Arts Information: 
- Tuxes and Dresses turn-in is now taking place 
until May 11. 
- All items must be dry cleaned and returned in 
bag with receipt.  



2011-2012 TESTING DATES 
Black River Testing Code:  231-963 

ACT (West Ottawa High School, Zeeland, or Holland Christian) 

www.actstudent.org 

SAT & Subject Tests (East Grand Rapids High School)

www.collegeboard.com 

Test Date Registration Deadline 
June 9, 2012 May 4, 2012 

Test Date Registration Deadline 
May 5, 2012 April 6, 2012 

June 2, 2012 May 8, 2012 
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United Way is hos ng our
4th Annual Beach Sweep event!
May 19th from 10:00am to 12:00pm

at two loca ons:
Rosy Mound Natural Area

13925 Lakeshore Dr.
Grand Haven MI 49417

Tunnel Park
66 Lakeshore Dr.
Holland MI 49424

Registra on dueMAY 15

Reply to Shannon Morton to sign up: smor
ton@o awaunitedway.org

THANK YOU!

Ra cal Science Saturday!

This event was held on April 21st at Black River Public School to
support the Science Department. Below are pictures from that

event!
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A Team Ben Thank You! 
Thank you to the BR and greater Holland communities for the amazing support you’ve shown to 
Team Ben! On Sunday, April 22nd, fifty Team Ben runners crossed the finish line of the Lansing Mar-
athon despite the cold and windy conditions. Because of your generous pledges, a total of 
$8,294.57 will be donated to the P.O.R.T. program at Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital on behalf of 
Ben Pikaart, a first grade BR student who was diagnosed with leukemia in November. This gift has 
not only touched the lives of Ben and his family, but will also benefit other young patients at Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital currently battling life-threatening diseases. Thank you for helping us to 
surpass our Team Ben goals! 

A Note from the Pikaart Family 

THANK YOU to Black River students and families for supporting our family with cards, gifts, prayers 
and notes of encouragement on our carepages! Thanks for your support and excitement about 
Team Ben--- for running on a cold and windy day, for pledging money, for making signs, for help-
ing to design or pay for the shirts, for wearing shirts and the list could go on! We are also grateful to 
Ben's teacher and classmates for their love and care for Benjamin even though he has missed so 
much school this year. THANK YOU ALL. 
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Team Ben would not have been possible without the generosity of the following people and businesses: 

Team Ben Tee-Shirt Sponsors, Tee-Shirt Designer and Web Page Designer: Ottawa Village Chiropractic, West Michigan Bike and Fitness, Northpointe Bank, Premier 
Tool Design, C.P. Cooper Electrical Services, Carrie Russell and Doug Scranton. 

Team Ben Runners: 

Mileage Goal: 200 Actual Mileage: 406.1 

Full Marathon Half Marathon Marathon Relay 

Jim Dumerauf, Todd Swanson, Shannon Brunink, Pam Butler, Jane Clark, Harrison Clark, Jennifer Cooper, Sue Franz, Amy Jolman, David Kibler, Alaina Kramer, Rhonda 
Pardue, Lisa Pearson, Karis Pikaart, Kristen Porter, Brian Powers, Autumn Rooks, Diana Schrotenboer, Karen Scranton, Doug Scranton, Amy Valk, Holly Visser, Lauren 
Warren 

TEAM #1: Zahabia Ahmed-Usmani, Dyana Harrelson, Marianne Manderfield, Stacey VanDyke, Gail Harrison 

TEAM #2: Jamie Grit, Adam Grit, Jordan Grit, Roger Grit, Sarah Teitsma, Zach Teitsma 

TEAM #3: Greg Lynas, Krista Liverance, Rachelle Craner, Julie Kelley, Katie Wells, Emily Wells 

TEAM #4: Deb Swanson, Amy-Lynn Halverson, Tamara Potter, Mary Lou Mortoff, Deirdre Johnston, Cherylyn Weyhmiller 

Team Ben Donors: 

Goal Amount: $5,000 Actual Amount: $8,294.57 

Team Ben Sponsors: 

John Wierenga, Amy Jolman, Debra McGill, Cheryl Schairer, Tim Hartley, Dave Brown, Todd Weidner, Helen McGill, Erik Smith, John Blackler, Linda Kalata, Dan Brown, Barb 
Grooters, Bruce DeWit, Kellie Beaton, Deborah Metzgar, Robert McGill, Tammy Davidson, Cynthia Hicks, Carrie Russell, Pamela Zuiderveen, Jim Williams, Marily Kalata, Lisa 
Pearson, Amy Guarr, Trisha Bolthouse, John DeYoung, Helen Frank, Mary Schwartz, Kerrie Esmeier, Katie Wells, Rhonda Pardue, Claudia Ruf, Jane and Harrison Clark, Dr. 
Kathryn Davis, Jeff Gilbert, David Kibler, John Porter, Roger and Vicki Lynas, Allen Snyder, Jeremy and Noreen Porter, Richard Timms, Justin Politi, Scott Postma, Dion 
Pratt, Annette Kloosterman, Luann Keizer, Sheryl Hossink, Sebastien Charroud, Jenifer Durland, Donna Lowry, Ryan O’Dell, Aaron and Kelli Best, Judy Rozema, Sheryl 
Berrens, John Donnelly, Ruth Sill, Mary VanKampen, Gergory Denton, Marilyn Hoek, Shawn W., Jason Grit, Beth and Brian Powers, Jennifer Sickles, William Ryckbost, Eric 
and Alaina Kramer, Karen and Doug Scranton, James Dumerauf, Karen Kramer, Stanley and Grace Pikaart, Fatima Khusro, Azam Ahmed, Susan VandenBerg, Karen Ro-
zema, Corey and Shelley Freimark, Belinda Coronado, Jim Mulder, Steven Harrington, Janet Mink, Susan Mogck, AC and Melanie VanderKolk, Brittany Conley, Christy Mayo, 
Jobeda Sheuly, Aamir Ismail, Almas Khalifa, Heidi Kooistra, Julie Henning, Judy Scranton, Vickie and Dan Altena, Faydra Meier, Jeff Hamberg, John Mitchell, Steve Harring-
ton, Greg and Jennifer Weighmink, Tina Amaya, Lela Wilson, Karen Schairer, Julie Michaelesko, Tara Redmond, Mitchelle Vanmeter, Adia and Isaac Langeland, Jen Ludwig, 
Tracy Ayers, Krista, Zoe and Bryson Anderson, Lori Crawford, Mary Ann Sayles, Sue and Berthold Franz, Elisabeth Bauman, Joyce Byrne, Michelle Byrne, Iram Hasan, Dan-
iel Fisher, Marc Keizer, Whitney Gasper, Laura Goeman, Chris Powers, Laura Clarke, Bill Juhasz, Lin Kleinheksel, Mike Byrne, Jessica Kozack, Mary Vanlwaarden, Patricia 
Gradler, Sara Pikaart, Samia Hasan, Philip and Marilyn Pikaart, Jamie Grit, Ratcheneekorn Luten, Sharmila Rajani, Maryann Boos, Todd Smeenge, Pam Butler, Dawnmarie 
Ozog, Barb Eriks, Kristie Elmer, Dave, Orian and Jerry Phillips, Cyndie and Jeff Smeltzer, Connie Essenburg, Julie Kelley, Krista Raffenaud & Nathan Meyer. 
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Child’s Name:______________________________ 
Grade:______
Parent’s Name: ____________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Homeroom:_____________________E-mail___________________________________

ITEM # 1-  $ 5 
Rattitude
Car  Magnet 

ITEM # 2- $ 3  
Sticker 
6” w X 4” h 
White background w/ with 
black O/L & letters 

ITEM #3 – $ 3 
CLING 
5” square  
Dk Green Letters  
Outlined in White  
Clear background 

ITEM # 4 -  1/$10  
                    OR  2/$15 
Seat Cushion  -¾” foam 11”
high X 15” wide Dark Green 
cushion/white imprint

ITEM #5 – $3 
Grocery tote Hunter Green 
Plastic bottom insert 
for stability.   

White ink  
BRPS Wave Logo 

ITEM #6 – $32 
Duffle Bag 
Duffle size:  24" x 111/4" x 10 1/2" 

Embroidered front 
Black River Public 
School Text only 

Colors:   
Black/ black/ white, Dk Green/ black/ white, 
Navy/ black/ white, Red/ black/ white, 
Royal/black/white 

ITEM # 7 – PRICE  $ 20 
Tye- Dyed T-shirt  

Screened FRONT:  
Option A or B

Adult: S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X
Youth: 6/8, 10/12, 14/16  

Colors:  Forest Green, Kelly Green, Black, 
Orange, Pink,  Purple, Turquoise, Royal Blue 

ITEM # 8- PRICE  $15  
SHORT Sleeve 50/50 blend 

Screened FRONT:  
Option A or B

Adult:  S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X  
Youth: 6/8, 10/12, 14/16 

Colors:  Forest Green, Black,  Dark Chocolate, 
Sport Gray, Hot Pink, Kiwi green, Sapphire, 
Paprika(coral color), Purple, Gold, Daisy, Royal, 
Irish Green 

ITEM # 9 – PRICE  $17  
Moisture wicking -
performance wear crewneck 
short sleeve shirts 

100 % Polyester 
Screened front:  
Option A or B 

Adult:
S, M, L, XL 
Youth:
6/8, 10/12, 14/16 

BLACK INK ONLY

Colors:  Columbia Blue, Gold, Kelly 
Green, Orange, Red, Sand, Silver 
Gray,  Teal, White 

ITEM #10 – PRICE  $34 
Hooded Sweatshirt 
8oz Hooded 50/50 
Cotton/Polyester

Screened 
front:  
Option A or B 

Adult:   
S, M, L, XL, 
2X
Youth: 6/8, 10/12, 14/16, 18/20 

Colors:  Sport Gray, Black,  
Dk Chocolate, Forest Green, 
Irish Green, Gold , Kiwi, Light 
Blue, Light Pink, Navy, Royal, 
Purple Orange,  

ITEM # 11 – PRICE  $35 youth 
                                   / $40Adult  

Zip Front Hooded Sweatshirt
8 oz 50/50 Cotton/Polyester 

Screened left 
front side – 
BLACK INK– 
Option D only 

Adult:
 S, M, L, XL 
Youth:
6/8, 10/12, 
14/16,18/20 

Colors:  White, Ash,  
Sport gray, Light blue, 
Light pink, Red, Adult Irish Green 

ITEM # 12 – PRICE $18  

Badger Pro- 
Mesh shorts  -  
100% Polyester  
Screened left front  leg  
BLACK INK–  
Option C only 

Men’s: 9” inseam  
Ladies 5” inseam 
Youth:  6” inseam 
Adult: S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X 
Youth:  6/8, 10/12, 14/16 

Colors:  White, Orange, Gold, Kelly green,  
               Red, Silver gray 

Item
#

Decorating Options 
Choose A or B

 #7, 8, 9, 10 

Adult/ Youth 
(Item 12 - designate 

Men’s, Ladies, Youth) 

Size 
(ADD $2 for each X 

above XL  on all 
garments)

Colors Quantity Unit
Price Total

        
        
        
        
        
Drop off order in the School Office
Check or Money orders (no cash) payable to Black River Public School                                                         Grand Total     $
Select  Delivery Option (please check one ):    Hold for Pick-up               Send home with child   

Black River RATWEAR Order                      Option A         Option B             Option  C
Order Deadline is May 10, 2011                            

Delivery: Week of May 29




