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Black River students clean historic grave markers
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Holland, MI — Sixth-through-eighth-graders at Black River
Public School brushed the dirt off of Holland history
Tuesday afternoon — literally.

Students in Marguerite Stephens’ Investigate Holland class
at Black River are scrubbing the grave markers of Civil War
veterans at Pilgrim Home Cemetery. They started the work
Sept. 18 and intend to come back later this week to finish
the job.

Stephens, a history teacher, said the idea for the project
originally came from her students.

“I think it's sad that so many of them are dirty, and nobody
took care of them,” said sixth-grader Claire Farrell. Some
students brought brushes and a bucket from home for the
job.

Stephen Kloosterman/The Holland Sentinel
Seventh-grader Sal Ingrassia, left and eighth-grader Eric
Harmsen scrub the tombstone of a civil war veteran at
Holland's Pilgrim Home Cemetery Tuesday afternoon. A
class of Black River Public School students are cleaning
tombstones as part of a class project.

A group of tombstones on the north side of Pilgrim Home
Cemetery on 16th Street mark the graves of Civil War
veterans. On the same site, a column topped with a metal
statue of a soldier memorializes “our absent dead,
volunteered from Holland in defense of the Union and never
returned” who “lie buried in known and unknown graves in
the South.”

1 of2

http://www .hollandsentinel.com/news/x810459174/Black-River-students-...

Advertising Rates | /> Subscribe | = Contact us
Go :{It.'
Search
Search our archives
Video Spotted Blogs

Recent Stories
© Holland Fire Department getting new protective
clothing (09/25/08)
©  Money sought to develop new playground (09/25/08)

© Homeowner worries neighborhood unsafe after
shooting (09/25/08)

@ Police had been to house twice before shots fired
(09/25/08)

© Wall Street vs. Eighth Street - Economy raising
concerns locally (09/24/08)

@ Fennville school nurse named Nurse of the Year
(09/24/08)

© Hope gets D-minus on green report card (09/24/08)
© Grand Valley named a Best College Buy (09/24/08)
@  Groups discuss sale of duneland property (09/24/08)

© Storm sewer at Eighth, Central to be replaced
(09/24/08)

Top Jobs Top Ads Top Homes Top Autos

[+] Product Sorters Part Time Wolverine Power
Products is a

[+] $$$ AVON Reps urgently needed. FREE GIFT.

[+] Bob Evans is now hiring Now accepting
applications for all

[+] Securitas Secruity Services 1 full and 1 part-time
Security

[+] CONSERVATION PROGRAMS MANAGER Plans and
implements

[+] X-Ray Technologist Part time opening with
established

&’ YAHOO! hgtjobs

Special Sections News Blogs = Sports Blogs

Newspapers In Education (NIE)
© Sentinel Savings
©  Newbride.net
© Downtown Live
© The Green Scene
© Lakeshore Scene
© Best of West Michigan
© Senior Times
© iMagazine
o HIT
©  Answer Book

© Higher Education

Yellow Pages

Find whatever you're looking for
with Totally Local Yellow Pages

9/25/2008 8:45 PM



Black River students clean historic grave markers - Holland, MI - The Ho...

2 of 2

http://www .hollandsentinel.com/news/x810459174/Black-River-students-...

For homework, Stephens assigned each of the students to
research a name from one of the markers. Many of the
markers list the units veterans served in.

Seventh-grader Sal Ingrassia and sixth-grader Jonathan
Logan compared the military companies listed on the
markers.

“I've only found two or three from the same brigade,”
Ingrassia said.
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