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Contributed Black River senior Becky Allis, center, signed on Nov.

18 to play with Ohio State University’s women’s ice hockey team.
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Black River senior to play on OSU women's ice

hockey team
By ALAN BABBITT

The Holland Sentinel

Posted Dec 02, 2009 @ 06:00 AM

Black River doesn’t field an ice hockey team, but one

of its students will skate for Ohio State University soon.

Senior Becky Allis has landed a scholarship from the Buckeyes. She

signed her national letter of intent Nov. 18.

It’s a dream come true for Allis, a 17-year-old defenseman.

“Ever since I was playing Squirt hockey, I wanted to play Division I,”

Allis said. “I’m definitely going in the right direction.”

Allis, who’s considering studying physical therapy in college, relied on

club teams to draw interest from recruiters.

Ohio State competes in the Western Collegiate Hockey Association,

the premier major college league in the United States. WCHA teams

have won all nine NCAA Division I national championships.

Allis currently skates for the Chicago Mission Under-19 team in the

Tier I Elite Hockey League.

The Mission travel all over the country and reached the national

championship game for two consecutive years. They won in 2008 and

finished runner-up in 2008.

Allis, who stands 5 feet, 8 inches, earned a spot on the team after trying out, Mission coach Tony Cachey said.

“I was blown away. I had never heard of her,” he said. “She came out and just stood out the minute she stepped on the ice. She’s a really

strong two-way defenseman who can score goals and also keep the puck out of her own (net).”

Making a team such as the Mission isn’t easy, considering the success they’ve had.

The courage Allis showed by simply trying out is impressive, Cachey said.

“That speaks to her character,” Cachey said. “She strolled into a tryout with a team for two years that played in a national championship.

She just shows up, doesn’t talk, ask questions — just goes out there and makes the team.”

Allis began playing hockey at Edge Ice Arena in Holland. She played on boys teams from the Mites level up to Bantam A.

In 2006, she started playing against girls. She earned a spot in the Under 19 league in the Little Caesar’s Amateur Hockey League.

Two years later, she moved up to the Grand Rapids Griffins Under 19 team of the Tier 1 Elite Hockey League.

“I have this love of the game,” Allis said of her commitment to youth hockey, which can be expensive with the costs for ice time in particular

and time-consuming traveling to the tournaments.

“I’ve always enjoyed being on the ice, going to practice, which is funny because a lot of people kind of dread practice. I definitely want to

become the best defenseman I can be.”

Allis credits the support she has received at Black River for helping her land this opportunity from Ohio State.

Her commitment to her club team in Chicago takes her out of town on weekends and some school days.

Staff at Black River, including Register Jen Wise and Curriculum Director Ronda Pardue have worked with Allis, so that she can meet all

her academic requirements, her mother Jean Walsh-Allis said.

The schedule includes three Advanced Placement classes.

“They’ve been a huge help this year,” Becky Allis said. “This is the first year I’ve missed so many classes. They have been accepting and

encouraging me to reach for my dreams.”
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[+] Quincy Street, Inc, is a growing, successful pork

processor

[+] REGISTERED RESPIRATORY THERAPISTS Zeeland

Community

[+] 2nd Shift Die-Setter Metal Flow Corporation is a growing

[+] Cleaners wanted Holland, Hudsonvile, & Grand Rapids

areas

[+] LPN-On Call Hospice House We have several openings

for on

[+] PROGRAM SUPPORT SPECIALIST: Full-time position to

provide

[+] AFFORDABLE CARPET CLEANING Est. 1992 Commercial

[+] Prestige Automotive Full auto repair & service FREE OIL

[+] Computer Repair Fast, Friendly, & Reliable Savings:

average

[+] Red truck topper for Dodge Dakota. Fits 8 ft. bed.

$100/obo.

[+] WANTED TO BUY: Cars Trucks Vans Running or Not !

Well

[+] RON ESSENBURG PAINTING Professional Exterior &

Interior

[+] Teermans TV & Stereo Sales & Repair 20 E 8th St Holland

MI

[+] Buntes Pharmacy 115 E Main Zeeland MI 49464

View all ads 

 Classifieds  Garage Sales  Place an Ad  Autos  Coupons   Real Estate  Shopping  Subscribe  Contact us

High School Hope College Grand
Valley State Sports videos Outdoors Prep football

Search our archives 



Login or register to post a comment:

Login

Username: 

Password: 

Forgot password

Register

Email: 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

 I agree to the terms of use

 I am over 13 years of age

NOTE: Your inbox must accept emails from "no-reply@gatehousemedia.com"

Featured Business 

[+] Enjoy Northside Living! 251 Silveridge Great location in

[+] amazing Home for Sale! 2574 Meadow Drive-Zeeland Now

[+] Beautiful Home in Timberline Acres 2943 Foxboro Lane

[+] Price reduced $30,000 to $199,000 For Sale by Owner

Home and

[+] Exquisite Home in Bluff Lakes Subdivision 942 Sand Lake

[+] Beautiful Home! Excellent Price! 596 Appletree Court Up

[+] Huge 3200 sq. ft. Home! 14221 Essenburg Drive See more

[+] Call for an immediate showing. 6463 147th Ave Fully
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